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When you think of Mitsubishi thoughts turn to the Shogun and if your thing is motor sport, the 
Japanese company’s huge success in rallying with five World Rally Championship titles and for 
good measure no less than twelve victories in Dakar. 
   As long ago as 1936 there was a four wheel drive Mitsubishi a far cry from their latest SUV the 
Eclipse Cross, a thoroughly modern vehicle in every sense of the word. 
  They have a comprehensive SUV range which includes the ASX, the Shogun of course and now 
the Eclipse Cross and later this year yet another SUV will be launched. 
  Power choice with the new SUV is simple, an excellent 1.5 petrol, but you are probably about to 
ask what about a diesel? For Mitsubishi it is very much wait and see what direction the market takes 
regarding diesel power. 
  Nothing like keeping life less complicated, three trim levels are offered, 2, 3 and 4 and as way of 
introduction a First Edition, with only 250 produced. 
  For me the strong point is the coupe-like styling, very clever in that this in no way takes away 
from the passenger and cargo space offered. Yes the Eclipse Cross manages to stand out from the 
competition. 
  The overall look is bold and amongst the design highlights is the two glass tailgate. A feature 
rarely seen. 
  Load carrying capacity is reasonable thus 
giving the newcomer yet another star, as a 
yardstick four golf bags can be transported, 
very important to the Japanese who love this 
game. 
  Another feature available on trim level 4 is a 
panoramic sunroof, okay we may not see the 
sun as often as we would like, but we all live in 
hope. 
  For me the driver focused cockpit feel is 
another star, something which I along with 
many others enjoy. It adds a sporting touch to 
this new SUV. 



 

 

  On the press launch I tried both a two wheel drive version and a four wheel drive, the latter gets 
my vote. 
  The new petrol engine, impressed with an out put of 163PS. The CVT version which features eight 
speeds is the equal match and I enjoyed a very rewarding drive over some demanding roads in 
Derbyshire including the famed Snake Pass, the Eclipse Cross coped well. 

  Rest to 62mph comes up in 10.3 seconds with 
the manual transmission and the CVT knocks a 
full second of that figure and top speed - 
127mph. 
  The chassis is quite rigid and the ride is just a 
fraction on the hard side, but in no way harsh 
and with disc brakes fitted all round, stopping 
power is good. 
  Technology is now a key feature of the 
modern vehicle and Apple Car Play and 
Android Auto are employed with all the 
services they offer. 
  No sat nav system as we have come to know. 
Instead for their new SUV, Mitsubishi ask you 
to rely on your Smartphone and for navigation 

it is surprisingly effective. I did get to use it and if I have had more time I might have become 
something of an expert. Using Siri you simply tell the system where you want to go and enjoy the 
journey. 
  Perhaps one little problem, you must have a Smartphone; I am told that more than eighty percent 
of the population have such.                                                                                                                   
Another smart feature is a touch pad controller; once you experience this it makes a lot of sense, 
just another nice touch in this value for money SUV.                                                                                      
  Eclipse Cross stacks up very well against the competition as regards pricing- £21,275 - £27,900 
with the First addition listed at £29,750. 

This newcomer from Mitsubishi ticks a lot of boxes for me and is a welcome addition to what 
seems to be a never ending invasion of SUVs. 
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